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of Cathay, and that by these means he would find spices and other things, just as the King of Portugal did in the Indies; in addition to which he proposed to go to Peru and America to people those countries with new inhabitants and establish there a new England. Which project he did not execute: the truth is that he put quite three hundred men on land, in the direction of Iceland1 towards the north, where the cold killed almost the entire company, although it was in the month of July.
NO. 57.   GALVANO's ACCOUNT OF SEBASTIAN CABOT'S VOYAGE From the Tratado of Antonio Galvano, Lisbon, 1563.
In the year 1496 a^Venetian named Sebastian Cabot, being in England and having information of such a new discovery as this [i.e. of Columbus] was, and seeing by a globe that the islands above mentioned were almost in the same latitude as, and much nearer to, his country [England] than to Portugal or Castile, he explained the matter to King Henry VII, wherewith the king was so well pleased that he ordered two ships to be equipped. He [Cabot] sailed in the spring with three hundred companions, set his course to the west until he sighted land in forty-five degrees of north latitude, and went on by that land to sixty degrees, where the days are eighteen hours long and the nights are very clear and bright. They found great cold there and many icebergs, so that they had no bottom in seventy, eighty and a hundred fathoms, but found great cold, by which they were discommoded. And so from thence finding the coast to turn to the east, they passed along it on the other tack discovering every bay, river [and] creek to see if it passed to the other side, and so went on, diminishmg the latitude, to thirty-eight degrees, whence they returned to England. Others say that he reached the cape of Florida, which is in twenty-five degrees.
Translated from Galvano's text, reprinted by the Hakluyt Society (ed. Vice-Admiral G. R. D. Bethune), London, 1862, pp. 87-9.
1 "Irlande" in original, but the meaning must be Iceland. The last sentences arouse a suspicion that Thevet, in speaking of Peru, was mixing the voyage of Henry VIPs time with a project that was discussed with Cabot under Edward VI; and this leads to a further possibility that the three hundred men frozen in the north were really Willoughby's crews of 1553, smce &e Willoughby expedition was promoted by Sebastian Cabot One can hardly set a limit to the vagueness and inaccuracy of Andre1 Thevet. See below pp. 234-5.